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President’s Message 
Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 


June was a busy month, personally and for the club. | 
made a trip to Texas to visit an ill brother, came back 
for Field Day and was then off to Michigan for a mini- 
family reunion over the July am holiday. 


Field Day was a success, even if our deployment plans 
weren’t able to be implemented. The county worked 
with us to optimize the 1000’ antenna placement rule 
to minimize interference, but the heat and humidity 
resulted in virtually everyone moving their stations into 
Green Clover Hall. As we learned once again, with any 
operation in close quarters, a good headset is essential. 
The networking of logging software and the displays 
available for monitoring progress was very helpful. | 
appreciate everyone’s efforts and participation. And 
especially thankful for Elbert’s lead in getting this 
year’s event organized. 


Given the orders submitted, it appears Dr. Ed Fong’s 
presentation was well received. | have used his DBJ-1 
for about 5 years and had no issues with it. Hope 
those who made purchases are enjoying theirs. 


Things are moving along with our GCH radio room. 
Andy has installed his repeater (NA4DA) and by now is 
set up for DMR operations. Feel free to contact Andy 
about accessing it. You can help by filling out the form 
on the website and provide coverage information. 


There are a number of events coming up that require 
participation. The first one is the North Central Florida 
Expo, 13 Aug, at the World Equestrian Center. This is 
an opportunity to give the community a view of Ham 
Radio and SSRC activities. On September 24-25 we 
have our 75" Anniversary Special Event from Perry 
Field. Sign up and get information on the website. We 
will need operators on Sat and Sun, and help setting 
up, clean up on Fri. This is a big date in our history! Be 
part of this celebration! 


If you’re interested in getting involved in contesting, 
our club has many experienced contesters, no matter 


Next Meeting 
Tuesday, July 19 


Green Clover Hall 
319 SE 26th Terrace, Ocala 
6:00 PM Mentoring & Socializing 
7:00 PM Meeting 
Grounding & Bonding 
Tim Duffy, K3LR Via Zoom 


SSRC Board of Directors first Tuesday, 7:00 PM, 
Green Clover Hall 


Upcoming Events 


Outdoor Expo — August 13 
VE Testing — September 13 
SSRC 75th Anniversary Special Event 
September 24-25 


Silver Springs Radio Club Net 
K4GSO Repeater, 146.610, PL 123 


Mondays at 7:30 PM 
cq...CQ...CQ...CQ...CQ...CQ 


the mode. Even one you want to learn. Ask around and 
we can get you hooked up. 


The summer thunderstorms are here and of course 
we’re well into hurricane season. This month’s meeting 
presentation, Grounding and Bonding by DX Engineer- 
ing, will be beneficial. 


See you at the meeting on Tuesday. 
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Membership/Events 
Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K, Membership & Events Chairman 


FIELD DAY 2022 
Every Field Day has its own set of successes and challenges. This year was no exception, but provided the participants 
with a lot of opportunities to learn new things, experiment and solve problems. 


Our op plan was for four stations inside GCH and the use of the grounds around GCG for three “field” stations. This 
would permit the placement of GCH and field antennas as far away as possible from each other to reduce interference. 
To kick things off, nature came calling late week with some very high temperatures, humidity, heavy rain and a micro- 
burst that caused a lot of damage in the area. The field day forecast was for more bad weather over the weekend. 
This was not a good situation. Fora variety of reasons, primarily operator safety, we made a decision to modify our 
plan and bring the operators inside GCH but still push the antennas out as far as possible. 


Earlier in the week, we had issued a call to the club for members who could loan long lengths of coax to help disperse 
the antennas. Maurice, N4LZ, donated two 100’ lengths; Nick, K4NDZ, and Adam, NY5E, came through with loaner co- 
ax. Thanks guys for your help! 


Setup began Friday evening with Wayne, N4FP, Tim, K8TAT, 
and Jim, KN4MIV, setting up their antennas while dodging a 
light rain. Marty, N4GL, setup the table to receive the food 
and beverages for Saturday. Of special mention are the 
efforts of Izzy, KT4WA, our newly designated “Roadie”, in 
helping setup on Friday, Saturday and Sunday takedown. 
The man knows how to work and was everywhere helping 
out! He also was a relief operator. 


Mid Saturday morning, all the operators arrived and began 
the setup of the remaining antennas and stations inside 
GCH. Operators and modes inside GCH were Wayne N4FP 
on CW; Jim KN4MIV, the Tom W4DAX and Roger WA2CZR 
team on SSB; the Andy NA4DA and Annie KN4RIC team, Tim 
K8TAT and Elbert KQ3K (that would be me) on Digital. Carl KCSCMX 
braved the elements and set up a field station to the west well away 
from GCH. We ended up operating as 7A NFL. Bill, KW5BG arrived mid 
afternoon after a long drive home from Texas to work the VHF Winlink 
messages to the section manager and various messages. Leon, K8ZAG, 
was on site as a relief operator along with Izzy. 


Marty arrived before noon with the food to feed the troops. There 
were plenty of sandwiches, chips, cookies and salads to last until Sun- 
day. Thank you Marty for organizing the food. 


For the most part, our plan to disperse the antennas to reduce interfer- 
ence helped. Andy provided band pass filters that also helped reduce or 
eliminate cross band interference, but there was a little interference on 
40m with SSB, CW and Digital at times. However, given the change in plans to bring the stations inside GCH, this was 
not unexpected. The alternative was to keep them out in the field under “surface of the sun” temperatures. Other 
challenges were the noise level inside GCH, balky computers not following operator instructions, new logging software 
confounding operators, Carl’s generator springing a gas leak and other various ham “issues.” But, as hams, we perse- 
vered and figured them out. One of our great successes was Andy figuring out how to network all the GCH logging 
computers and display the contact map on the wall screens. The networking element had been elusive but has now 
been solved for future events! Another “plus” for this year’s field day was the almost absence of any “drama”! 


Continued on next page... 
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If you’ve read this far and aren’t comatose yet, here’s how we did from our ARRL submission: 


Preliminary Total Score: 3,564 


Bonus Points: 

100% emergency power 700 

Public location 100 

Public information table 100 Documented by SSAC FD PUB INFO TABLE.PNG 
Formal message to ARRL SM/SEC 100 Documented by FD 2022 Sect Mor email.pdf 
Formal messages handied (10 x 10, max of 100) 100 Documented by Field Day 2022 wikink emaiis.pdf 
Natural power QSOs completed 100 Documented by SSRC FD SOLAR CONTACTS. PNG 
Social media 100 

Entry submitted vie web 50 

Total bonus points 1,350 


Score Summary - Cabrilio log/dupe sheet file: K4GSO0-FD.log 


Total QSOs 238 228 175 
Total Points 476 456 175 1107 Claimed Score = (QSO points x power mult) = 2,214 


Yes, there were a few things we could have done better to improve our score. It is a competition but then again it 
isn’t —it is an operating event to test our ability to operate under emergency type situations. It is also an opportuni- 
ty to demonstrate to the public what we do and we had some good visitors at field day who spent a lot of time with 
us and asked lots of questions. Our operators were gracious in spending time and showcasing their operations. 


Takedown on Sunday was a breeze. We were out of there in no time with Jim, KN4MIV, providing domestic duties in 
vacuuming GCH from all the stuff we tracked in. Everyone pitched in to help roll up the coax, pack up equipment, 
take out the trash and secure the building. Once again demonstrating what a great club and teamwork looks like. 


The best part, | saved for last. It is the fun of field day - spending time with members of this great club, working to- 
gether to solve problems, learning new things, making contacts — and having fun together. 


Thank you everyone for a great 2022 Field Day! 


OUTDOOR EXPO: 

The club will again be participating in the Outdoor Expo on August 13th at the World Equestrian Center on West SR 
40. We don’t have all the details yet, but we will need operators and folks to man a space at the center to demon- 
strate amateur radio to the public. Please mark your calendar to participate if you are able. More information to 
follow as received. 


HAMFEST 2022: 

Save the date — December 2™ for setup and December 3" for Hamfest. Location will again be at First Christian 
Church, Ocala. Preliminary plans are already completed. Once we get through Field Day and | get back from the 
beach after July 16, things will spin up. Stay tuned to The Oracle and club meetings for more details as we get closer 
to the event. 


The Villages Amateur Radio Club 4s _— 
ee ° The?Villages 

Technician License opr ene 

Brad Castelli, KN9B, kn9b@arrl.net Amateur RADIO Club 


The Villages Amateur Radio Club (TVARC) will hold a seven session Techni- 

cian license course including a licensing test this fall. Classes will be held on Monday evenings from 6:30 PM to 8:30 
PM, September 19th to November 7, 2022 at the Eisenhower Recreation Center, 3560 Buena Vista Blvd., The Villages, 
FL 32163. Text Book required: ARRL Ham Radio License Manual - 5th Edition (July 2022 to June 2026). Classes are free 
and open to public but YOU MUST REGISTER in advance! ARRL VEC Testing will be held November 7, normal exam 
fees apply. More class details and study resources are listed on the club website; www.K4VRC.com (“Interest in be- 
coming a ham” tab). You are encouraged to get your friends to sign-up too, so you can study together. 
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KN4MIV NA4DA 


Continued on next page... 
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FIELD ACTIVITY 
Darrell Franchuk / KG4CCB 


Field Day for me was a low-level activity. | decided to go into the rear portion of 
my property and see what | could do with an antenna strung up amongst an 
abundance of trees. The antenna consisted of 53-ft of wire generally in an Invert- 
ed-L configuration with the high end about 38-ft up with the aid of aSOTA Beams 
telescopic mast leaned against a tree and the low end about 4-ft off the ground 
terminated at a 9:1 balun. A 15-ft wire radial lay on the ground. The antenna 
tuned well and my FT-818 received a LOT of traffic. | made several attempts to 
answer CQ calls with no success, which | figured was probably due to other sta- 
tions with better antennas and/or more power. 


To determine if such an antenna amongst an abundance of trees was radiating 
beyond the neighborhood, | decided to set up my 200-mw WSPR beacon over the § 
following days and evaluate wire antennas and my WRC vertical. Also, since | had & 
two 53-ft lengths of wire | decided to cut one down to 35-ft for those instances 
where the longer length is rather impractical, as | had experienced a few weeks 
earlier in a rented TN townhouse. 


Since | had a 5-ft length of 4 x 4 treated lumber left from 
an earlier project, | buried one end 2-ft in the ground to 
create a post from which to hang the WSPR beacon. 
The first cycle used the 35-ft wire. It was resonant on 
15 and 10 meters but needed an antenna tuner for 20m 
which achieved 1.2:1 SWR. Transmissions began at 
0900 hours and ran until late afternoon. 


Day 1 was completed after 8-1/2 hours due to rain. 
Spots were from throughout the U.S. plus one location 
each in Canada, Costa Rica, Panama, and Canary Islands. 


e Incontrast, the SDR Play / 14AVQ vertical 
(permanent installation) monitored 20m over- 
night. During the 11-hour period 2773 transmis- 
sions (282 per hour) were received including 85 
European locations, 3 from Central / South Ameri- 
ca, and 11 from Australia. Many stations were run- 
ning 2 or 5 watts of transmit power. 


Day 2 used the 53-ft antenna wire on 20m, again with 
the high end at 38-ft and sloped to about 15-ft and then 
dropped down to the 9:1 Unun at 2-ft above grade. 


Day 3 used the 53-ft wire on 40m, and spots included 27 European locations, the Canary Islands, Antarctica, Brazil, 
New Zealand, and Australia. 


Subsequent days results are summarized in the table below. They variously included the other locations as identi- 
fied above, but not in a consistent manner nor necessary to detail here. 


Continued on next page... 
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DATE BAND ANTENNA HOURS | SPOTS | SPOTS/HR | EUROPE 
20 =| 35-ft End Fed w/tuner 622 
53-ft End Fed w/tuner 998 
WRC Vertical 300 


DX-CC Dipole 11.75 766 


The snapshots below provide examples of the reach of the 200mw WSPR transmissions. 


Day 1- 200mw / 35-ft EFLW / 20m / 8.5 hours 


Approximate setup location 


Continued on next page... 
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North 


—————— 
2 


South 
Pacifie = Atlantic 
Ocean 


Day 9 — 200mw / DX-CC dipole / 40m / 18 hours 


It is no surprise the permanent antennas generally outperformed the portable antennas. The 14AVQ is located at 
grade and provided with 2 radials each cut for 10, 20, and 40 meters arranged in a 180-degree arc. The center of 
the DX-CC is elevated to about 25-ft and the ends are at 5-ft and 15-ft above grade. However, the 53-ft EFLW made a 
strong showing. 


Overall, the 53-ft EFLW seems the better choice for field activity where it can be erected. The 35-ft EFLW and the 
WRC vertical are usable where space is an issue. | was rather disappointed in the WRC vertical performance. But 
this was a limited number of test activities and results could have been impacted by propagation conditions and 
number of stations monitoring, as well as other factors. The test activities indicate to me the back part of my prop- 
erty is worthy of additional portable operating activities. 


[alee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee 


Field Day @ The Shack: 


"The Thrill of Victory...The Agony of Defeat." 
Ivory Williams, W6IVY 


If you remember that iconic phrase then you know what | mean. 


This was my first operating time at a Field Day. And it started off 
with defeat. It doesn't matter whether you are in the field or at 
home, | discovered. It was a last minute decision to try the 1D cat- 
egory using FT8. 


From software to hardware nothing went right as | also decided | 
needed to also make some modifications to my setup. I'll spare 
the details since they have been worked out. Needless to say, | didn’t get started until 10 PM Saturday night. 


The 1D class is a great addition to Field Day. It should not replace or diminish club participation in the field, but 
when time and conditions permit, | think it will allow more members to become involved. It allows you to partici- 


Continued on next page... 
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pate with the club as time permits and still get home in time when you have other obligations. Points should not be 
the goal. Getting more members trained and involved is. 


1. It gives you a chance to learn and discover more about your station setup, hardware, and software. While 
my station worked for its regular use, simple mods will make for better accessibility, updating and learning 
to use different software and make antenna modifications. 


2. It allows you to learn more about yourself and the hobby. 


Just because many have turned it into a contest, it doesn’t mean you have to do so: [Disclaimer below]. | was the 
Tortoise vs the Hare hams. My fantasy vision of 1,000 contacts quickly turned to 1. The goal became to just get the 
next one. Then How to learn from my mistakes and learn new methods. 


There is a line in the song “Runaway Child” by the Temptations that came to mind during my Field Day experience. 
Hey, it's gettin' late, where will you sleep? [when is a better word. Time goes by fast when you are having fun and 
want to get one more contact] It can be addicting. You're gettin' kinda hungry, you forgot to bring something to eat 
(again, trying to get one more contact, you don’t want to leave) and | had not fixed anything. | had not prepared. 
And Marty never showed up! 


One of my favorite things to do is to look up the address of a contact to see and compare antennas, when possible, 
with my little piece of speaker wire at 8 feet in the bedroom. Also, looking up countries | never knew existed. The 
geography brought back school days, how much more fun it would have been, visiting the countries we were study- 
ing. 

| also enjoyed looking at the profiles on QRZ. | can’t wait to create my QSL card so | can swap. 


This was indeed On the Job learning. | had to learn on my own what to do when | got my first “Pileup”. To you 3 or 
4 may not be a Pileup, but it is the first time it happens to you. Panic sets in, not knowing what to do when you fi- 
nally get more than one contact. 


Disclaimer: | said it wasn’t a contest and it isn’t unless you make it such. I’m a long way from the “No Pain No Gain”, 
“Sweat is your Best Friend”, and Gym Rat (long hour)s days, etc, etc. 


But | admit all those thoughts came to mind as the clock started ticking down and | wanted to get a few more con- 
tacts, to impress. Maybe my few (58) won’t move the club further up the points latter, but | had FUN learning. Isn’t 
that the goal? 


For me Field Day became an EVENT and not a contest. | learned a lot, but more importantly to do it, as Frank Sina- 
tra would say, “My Way” I’m now excited to try some other contest EVENTS in the coming days. 


Oh yes, my Thrill: Saudi Arabia and Southern California. And just after field Day (I couldn’t stop): Switzerland and 
Bosnia /Herzegovi. And on 1% power, Wyoming. 


| had a great time. A field day type event should be tried by all hams. You don’t have to wait until next year, just 
pick an event for the next week or month and go for it. 


| attended my first Field day in Southern California 3 months after being licensed and the hook was set when | heard 
a CQ from New Hampshire. 


REMEMBER: Practice Does Not make Perfect, practice only provides experience, experience builds your skills, abili- 
ties and confidence. 


Suggestions: 


e The 13 Colonies Special Event gets it right, you can get a certificate just for participating. (I made a couple con- 
tacts.) 


e ARRL should have a certificate for clubs to give to members who participate in any way. 


e May lalso add, clubs should also give out certificates to members who participate in any club event as a simple 
token of appreciation and encouragement. 
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(352) 208-0968 SSRC Classified Ads 
1713 E Silver Springs Blvd 


If you have a business service and want to place 
an ad in this section, contact Marty Brown, 


n4gl.marty@gmail.com. 


At this time we are not charging for advertising 
space, however the board may approve fees in 
the future. 


Members 


DINO BYTES 


Computer Repair (PC, Mac & Chrome) 
Data Recovery and Device Security 
VHS Conversion & Custom PC Building 


Submitted by Andy, NA4DA 


2022 SSRC Officers Club Minutes and 
President - Bill Gillespie, KW5BG Financial Reports SSRC 
Vice President - Jim Burgess, KN4MIV Information 


Secretary - Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 
Treasurer -Tim Trombley, K8TAT 
Past President - Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


SSRC Logo 

Shirts & Caps 
Mike Condon - W9MNC Green Clover Key Card 
Wayne Brown — N4FP Perry Field Access 
Hayden Kaufman - N2HAY 
Membership Application 
Buy/Sell/Trade 
QST NFL — NFL Section Newsletter 
Silver Springs Radio Club Website 
NEL Section Website 
WA7BNM Contest Calendar 
NG3K DX 


Directors: 


Committee Chairs 


Membership & Events — Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


Trustee K4GSO — Wayne Brown, N4FP 
Newsletter — Marty Brown, N4GL 


